











When the 1884 blizzard abated, the Curtins
moved on to the Warm Springs community as
it was then, along Tenino Creek. There, thanks
to an early thaw, they were able to observe
and record for the first time the Wasco and
Warm Springs “re-burial” ceremonies. When
cross-country travel became possible again (on
horseback), they moved on south as planned
to “Modoc Country,” collecting myths and sto-
ries later published as Modoc Stories.

Their Oregon work over, they returned to
Washington D.C., and apparently never re-
turned to Oregon and the Far West. Instead,
ending his official connection with the Bureau
of American Ethnology in 1891, Curtin and
his wife began wide-ranging travels in Ireland
(Curtin’s parents were Irish), Europe, and
Russia, collecting folkore among the Mongols,
and increasingly undertaking English transla-
tions of emerging Polish writers, notably the
novelist Henryk Sienkiewicz. Curtin’s render-
ing of Sienkiewicz’s novel Quo Vadis succeed-
ed in introducing the Polish writer’s works to
English and American readers, and certainly
contributed to his winning the Nobel Prize for
Literature in 1914. But the consensus on Cur-
tin’s extensive translations of Polish and other
Slavic is that they are adequate for the most
part but undistinguished. He was, however,
very well compensated for his work.

He died in 1906, and his enduring legacy has
been his wide-ranging, indefatigable work as
a pioneer American folklorist — someone able
and willing to go out to Native communities
as far afield as the Warm Springs Reservation,
seek out and work with Native storytellers and
informants like Donald McKay and Charlie
Pitt, and transcribe (and thus preserve) their
tellings accurately and unpretentiously. For
examples of the Curtins’ work with Wasco and
Wishram Chinook oral literature, see my Coy-
ote Was Going There: Indian Literature of the
Oregon Country “Part Two: the Columbia.”

Postscript: In summer 1988, in what turned
out to be probably the high point of an NEH
“Summer Seminar for School Teachers” that I
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was conducting on Native Amer-
ican Literature at Central Oregon
Community College in Bend,

we spent an afternoon at Warm
Springs with my friend Verbena
Greene, an irresistibly gregari-
ous woman of many talents, who
unexpectedly gave us a fullscale
performance of a classic Wasco/
Wishram tale, “The Deserted Boy”
— which we had coincidentally
discussed in detail in one of our
seminar sessions. It was an un-
forgettable telling, complete with
songs, a priceless cross-cultural
gift from her to us—especially

so as it dawned on us that were
hearing “live” a Native story that
Jeremiah and Alma Curtin had lis-
tened to and transcribed in snow-
bound Simnasho over a century
before. Verbena brought the story
alive for us, in 1988, and a vid-

eo recording of her performance
made that afternoon for the Warm
Springs Cultural Heritage Com-
mittee preserves it, let’s hope, for
viewing by her people and Anglos
alike.
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Among the Warm Springs Reservation leaders Jeremiah Curtin
interviewd in 1884 was Modoc War scout Donald McKay.
Oregon Historical Society photo.
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John Brown part of forum

etween 1840 and 1870, an estimated whom Campbell Creek

400 Black Americans moved to Ore- was named. Prior to the

gon — some as servants to white people, = meeting, Stocks and Rocker
but others as settlers, often with plans to stake  visited with Jerry Ram-
homestead claims. Oregon Black Pioneers, a sey, who lives at the head
nonprofit organization based in Salem, brought of the canyon, and toured
stories of some of those pioneers to a gathering the property with current

May 2, at The Spot, in Madras. owners Dean and Becky
In their presentation, “Staking Their Claim Roberts.
— Black Homesteaders of Oregon,” Zachary After selling the property,

Stocks and Mariah Rocker profiled about 20 of ~ Brown lived in both De-
those homesteaders, including John A. Brown,  schutes and Crook coun-
who settled in what is now Jefferson Countyin  ties. He died in 1903, and

1881. was buried in Prineville,

Brown homesteaded on 160 acres at the where a marker installed in A May 2 forum at The Spot on Black homesteaders included discussion
mouth of what is now called John A. Brown 2007 states: To the Memo- on John Brown, who had 160 acres at what is now John Brown Canyon.
Canyon, where he irrigated with water from ry of John A. Brown, First
the creek, grew fruit and vegetables, and raised ~ African American Home- The Oregon Black Pioneers will have another
stock, all of which he sold in Prineville — the steader in Central Oregon, 1839-1903. presentation in Central Oregon at the Bowman
closest community at the time. The Spot owner Andre Jackson continues to ~ Museum in Prineville July 28, at 6 p.m. For

Brown “proved up” and got title to the prop-  expand his business location, with plans foran ~ 10T€ information about the organization, visit
erty in 1888, and then sold part of the prop- event center, which he plans to call the John A.  oregonblackpioneers.org/homestead.

erty to pioneers Ed and Sarah Campbell, after ~ Brown Event Center to honor his legacy. - Story and photo by Holly M. Gill
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President’s Message
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ear Agate readers,

The Jefferson County Historical
Society is thrilled to finally have a place
to call home — a milestone that has been years
in the making. Countless board members, past
and present, have worked tirelessly to bring us
to this exciting moment, and their dedication
has made it all possible.

As we embark on the journey of shaping this
museum into a true gem for Jefferson Coun-
ty, we recognize the hard work still ahead of
us. But we couldn’t have chosen a more fitting
place to begin — one of the oldest buildings in
our area, steeped in the history we seek to pre-
serve and share.

This space will not only honor our county’s
rich past but also provide a gathering place
for our community, where stories can be told,
memories shared, and history brought to life.
We invite everyone to join us in this endeav-
or, as together we create a museum that will
inspire generations to come.

y
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Society news from over the winter was all

about our monthly Trivia Night. It happens the
last Wednesday of every month at New Basin
Distillery at 6 p.m. Come join in the fun and
comradery of people and competition, good
food, drink and hanging out with old, as well as
new friends.

Some of you may be wondering why you have
not heard anything about our annual dinner,
usually scheduled for April. We have decided
to postpone this event to a later date, and po-
tentiall make it a museum fundraiser. We will
let you know as soon one is chosen.

With Gratitude,
'.
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LOTTIE HOLCOMB

President - Jefferson County Historical Society

—

Lottie Holcomb

7 New JCHS members joining between N
October 1, 2024 and February 28, 2025
Marilyn Macy Brown Jody Holmes Les Weidner
=> 8=
Donations to the Society October 1, 2024 to February 28, 2025:
Michael Hall Kathleen Olson Trust Rebecca Macy
Gary Harris Margaret Keene c/o Breffni Jerry and Dorothy Ramsey
Jud and Barbara Hyatt Moise S aclow in Memory of Phyllis Lange
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PLEASE JOIN US!

Jefferson County Historical Society
Box 647, Madras, Oregon 97741
541-475-5390 « Website: www.jeffcohistorical.org
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