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When the 1884 blizzard abated, the Curtins 
moved on to the Warm Springs community as 
it was then, along Tenino Creek. There, thanks 
to an early thaw, they were able to observe 
and record for the fi rst time the Wasco and 
Warm Springs “re-burial” ceremonies. When 
cross-country travel became possible again (on 
horseback), they moved on south as planned 
to “Modoc Country,” collecting myths and sto-
ries later published as Modoc Stories.

Their Oregon work over, they returned to 
Washington D.C., and apparently never re-
turned to Oregon and the Far West. Instead, 
ending his offi  cial connection with the Bureau 
of American Ethnology in 1891, Curtin and 
his wife began wide-ranging travels in Ireland 
(Curtin’s parents were Irish), Europe, and 
Russia, collecting folkore among the Mongols, 
and increasingly undertaking English transla-
tions of emerging Polish writers, notably the 
novelist Henryk Sienkiewicz. Curtin’s render-
ing of Sienkiewicz’s novel Quo Vadis succeed-
ed in introducing the Polish writer’s works to 
English and American readers, and certainly 
contributed to his winning the Nobel Prize for 
Literature in 1914. But the consensus on Cur-
tin’s extensive translations of Polish and other 
Slavic is that they are adequate for the most 
part but undistinguished. He was, however, 
very well compensated for his work.

He died in 1906, and his enduring legacy has 
been his wide-ranging, indefatigable work as 
a pioneer American folklorist — someone able 
and willing to go out to Native communities 
as far afi eld as the Warm Springs Reservation, 
seek out and work with Native storytellers and 
informants like Donald McKay and Charlie 
Pitt, and transcribe (and thus preserve) their 
tellings accurately and unpretentiously. For 
examples of the Curtins’ work with Wasco and 
Wishram Chinook oral literature, see my Coy-
ote Was Going There: Indian Literature of the 
Oregon Country “Part Two: the Columbia.”

Postscript: In summer 1988, in what turned 
out to be probably the high point of an NEH 
“Summer Seminar for School Teachers” that I 

was conducting on Native Amer-
ican Literature at Central Oregon 
Community College in Bend, 
we spent an afternoon at Warm 
Springs with my friend Verbena 
Greene, an irresistibly gregari-
ous woman of many talents, who 
unexpectedly gave us a fullscale 
performance of a classic Wasco/
Wishram tale, “The Deserted Boy” 
— which we had coincidentally 
discussed in detail in one of our 
seminar sessions. It was an un-
forgettable telling, complete with 
songs, a priceless cross-cultural 
gift from her to us—especially 
so as it dawned on us that were 
hearing “live” a Native story that 
Jeremiah and Alma Curtin had lis-
tened to and transcribed in snow-
bound Simnasho over a century 
before. Verbena brought the story 
alive for us, in 1988, and a vid-
eo recording of her performance 
made that afternoon for the Warm 
Springs Cultural Heritage Com-
mittee preserves it, let’s hope, for 
viewing by her people and Anglos 
alike.

SOURCES AND FURTHER 
READING:

Jeremiah Curtin, “Wasco Tales 
and Myths,” in Edward Sapir, 
Wishram Texts, Publications of the 
American Ethnological Society, Vol. 
2 (Leyden: Late E. J. Brill, Publish-
ers and Printers, 1909)

Joseph Schafer, ed., “The Memoirs of Jer-
emiah Curtin,” Vol. 2, Wisconsin Biography 
Series (Madison: State Historical Society of 
Wisconsin, 1940)

Anonymous author, “Daring Donald McKay, 
or The Last War Trail of the Modocs” (Corry, 
Penn.: The Oregon Indian Medicine Co., 1884) 
— facsimile edition ed. by Keith and Donna 

Clark (Portland: Oregon Historical Society, 
1971)

Jarold Ramsey, “Coyote Was Going There: 
Indian Literature of the Oregon Country”, Part 
Two: “The Columbia” (Seattle: University of 
Washington Press, 1977)

Jarold Ramsey, “The Ballad of Whistling 
Smith,” The Agate, Spring 2023 pp. 17-18

Among the Warm Springs Reservation leaders Jeremiah Curtin 
interviewd in 1884 was Modoc War scout Donald McKay. 
Oregon Historical Society photo. 
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BY PAT KRUIS
News Editor

Je� erson County Sheri�  Jason Pol-
lock has agreed to extend his duties to 
include supervising the Madras Police 
Department until the city is able to fi nd 
a permanent police chief.

The former Police Chief, Tanner 
Stanfi ll, went on sick leave in July and 
resigned his position in October.

In August, the city of Madras hired 
retired Milwaukie Police Chief Steve 
Bartol to take over as director of police 
services. His six-month term ends Fri-
day, Feb. 24 and the city has been un-
able to fi nd another person with police 
background to take his place.

The city asked Pollock to supervise 
both agencies until they can fi nd an-
other police chief.

“Taking over in an administrative role 
is not going to be as complicated as one 
might think for the short term,” Pollock 
said.

The sheri�  points out his agency has 
already been helping Madras Police 
with operations for the last six months.

Pollock says the sergeants will be 
handling most of the day-to-day opera-
tions. “My o�  ce will continue to be a 
resource for them,” said Pollock.

The city of Madras continues to re-
cruit o�  cer and police chief candidates. 
City Administrator Gus Burril said the 
city has scheduled interviews with two 
new candidates for the chief position.

“If Madras is unable to fi nd a chief, 
there have been discussions about what 
Plan B would look like,” said Pollock. 
“Right now, we will take this one day at 
a time.”

Pollock expects this process could 
take several months, and said, “I’m 
hopeful we’ll move in the right direction 
in the next three to six months.”

Director of Police Services 
ends his six-month term 
Friday, Feb. 24

Sheri�  to 
supervise 
Madras Police

Madras gets a new sign

BY KIVA HANSON
Reporter

Cora Gooding-Murphy of Madras 
was found guilty on 45 counts of 

second-degree animal neglect and 
one count of fi rst-degree animal ne-
glect by a Je� erson County Circuit 
Court Jury Thursday, Feb. 16

Gooding-Murphy was originally 
charged in 2019 after the Je� erson 
County Sheri� ’s O�  ce raided her 
Loucks Rd. property. Deputies 
seized 57 dogs that were allegedly 
neglected. She was originally 

charged with one count of fi rst-de-
gree animal neglect, 50 counts of 
second degree animal neglect and 
four counts of failing to meet care 
standards while possessing ten or 
more dogs.

The dogs were part of her breed-
ing business, Wiggle Butt Aussies. 
The dogs were housed in what the 
state described as unsafe kennels or 

pens and without proper water or 
food. The report from the raid indi-
cates that the dog pens were full of 
feces and reported some dogs were 
eating the feces.

While most of the 45 counts have 
to do with dogs that are unnamed in 
the court documents, one count, the 

Case involved 57 dogs 
deputies seized in 2019 
raid on Loucks Road

Madras woman found guilty on 
45 counts of animal neglect

BY KIVA HANSON
Reporter

The City of Madras has replaced the 
sign at the south end of town with a new 
one matching the style of the sign at the 
north end. 

The new sign, created by Carlson Sign, 
features the City of Madras logo, as well 
as the year the city was established. 

The sign has been hit twice by vehicles 
in recent years. In 2016, a vehicle crashed 
into it, damaging the wooden portion 
which the city repaired. In 2021, another 
vehicle hit the sign, this time damaging 
the masonry.

Reconstruction of the sign this time 
included adding height to the masonry, 
and increasing the size of the sign. 

The new sign was installed on Feb. 15 
and hangs at the south Y to welcome 
passerby into town. 

New sign taller than former 
sign hit by vehicles twice in 
the last � ve years

PMG PHOTO: KIVA HANSON

The new sign, created by Carlson Sign, features the 
city of Madras logo, as well as the year the city was 
established. 

BY KIVA HANSON
Reporter

The project to refi nish and 
upgrade the skatepark in 
Warm Springs is nearing com-
pletion, thanks to collabora-
tion between a variety of non-
profi t and community groups.

The skatepark was largely 
brought to fruition through 
The Skatepark Project, a non-
profi t started by Tony Hawk 
to fund and organize safe, 
quality skateparks across the 

country. They approached the 
Warm Springs Tribal Council 
in the summer of 2021, and the 
project began.

The old skatepark in Warm 
Springs was made of tempo-
rary ramps and had raised 
screws and dented concrete, 
creating a safety hazard. TSP 
reached out to an unnamed 
Portland-based skatepark 
builder and Joey Martin of 
Collective Concrete to design 
and they agreed to build the 
project pro-bono.

“I’m glad to see it happening 
and ready to see what kind of 
talent having this here can 
bring out. Skating really is 
something you can make mon-
ey doing, and I’m glad to see 
the tribes recognize its bene-
fi t,” said Martin.

Through partnerships with 
Tactics and Ginew, both skat-
ing companies, as well as in-
vestments from tribal govern-
ment, other nonprofi ts and Jef-
ferson County, the scope of the 

skate park renovation grew to 
include a full re-cementing of 
the concrete pad, and a drastic 
increase in the size of the park.

The plan took input from 
the Tribal Council and the 
Warm Springs Community 
Action Team. The renovation 
will increase the square foot-
age of the skatepark by 2,000 
square feet, and provide a 
shade structure near the park 
as well.

Input from local youth has 
also been a signifi cant part of 
the project, and the skatepark 
builders have held tours of the 
site with students in Warm 
Springs.

In a press release, Tribal 
member and organizer Mi-
chael Collins said, “The skate-
park will provide a healthy 
outlet and alternative. It will 
be a safe place for youth. A 
place where kids can be cre-
ative and make lifelong friend-

Collaboration hopes 
to provide tribal 
youth with a safe 
outlet for popular 
sports and give a 
positive space for 
youth to gather.

Warm Springs Skatepark nears completion

PHOTO BY BRAD MCCLAIN 

An overview of the park mid-construction, featuring the installation of new ramps, the extension of the parks fooptrint 
and an added gazebo. See SKATEPARK / Page A4

See NEGLECT / Page A4
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PHOTO COURTESY OF THE BOWMAN MUSEUM
The Culver rail depot circa 1911. Recently rediscovered documents outline the platting of Culver. At left, region his-

torian Steve Lent, of Powell Butte, looks at the documents that have been in lost storage since the 1970s. 

BY KIVA HANSON
Reporter

Brother and sister Kane and 
Trissa Handsaker are both go-
ing to prison for a shooting 
that occurred in March of 
2022. Kane, 19, who shot the 
gun, will be 31 years old when 
released from prison. Trissa, 
21, who drove the car, will be 
26 when she gets out. 

On March 1, 2022, three 
people in a car in the west side 
of Madras were involved in the 
drive-by shooting of Israel 
Machic-Holliday.

Kane Handsaker, then 18, 
asked his older sister, Trissa 
Handsaker, then 20, for a ride. 
He had put a gun in his waist-
band, and the state contends 
he intended to shoot Israel 
Machic-Holliday, who was 
walking nearby. Alex Findley 
was a passenger in the vehicle. 
Machic-Holliday was accom-
panied by a friend. 

The state says the shooting 
was gang related, supported by 
evidence that Kane Handsaker 
was, according to the state, “a 
wannabe gang member” of the 
Sorenos gang.

They presented evidence 
from the teen’s Facebook page 
where he had hung a blue ban-
dana, associated with the Sore-
nos, over the street sign for 
Madison Street in Madras. His 
Facebook profile photo fea-
tures him pointing a gun at the 
camera, and his Facebook intro 
reads: “Kill a norteño win a 

Sister driver also 
gets prison time 

Shooter 
gets a 
13-year 
sentence 

BY KIVA HANSON
Reporter

The Jefferson County 
School District 509-J has long 
had a school resource o�  cer, 
or SRO, stationed at Madras 
High School. The SRO is a 
police presence at the high 
school to help respond to inci-
dents and provide support to 
sta�  as needed.

With the drastic need for 
police o�  cers among the Ma-
dras Police Department, the 
department has had to pull 
the SRO back to patrol duty. 
O�  cer Ryan Kathrein previ-
ously served as the SRO, and 
will no longer be present at 
the school.

Once this decision was 
made, the city and school dis-
trict explored  alternatives to 
ensure the needs of the school 

were still met.
“Covering the schools is a 

priority,” said Sheriff Jason 
Pollock. “My sta�  and MPD 
sta�  are working hard to make 
sure we deliver the best ser-
vice to the schools as possible, 
in the city and in the county.”

The city of Madras had a 
contract with the Jefferson 
County School District to 
employ an officer from the 
Madras Police Department to 
serve as the SRO. Next year’s 
previously budgeted contract 
was for almost $93,000.

Since O�  cer Kathrein is no 
longer in the schools, The Jef-
ferson County Sheri� ’s o�  cer 
is helping to fi ll gaps.

“There is a deputy from Jef-
ferson County Sheri� ’s O�  ce 
in the SRO o�  ce at Madras 
High School for the remain-
der of this school year and 
Madras Police Department 
will continue to work with 
the 509-J schools, respond to 
and investigate incidents,” 

Sheriff will house a 
deputy at MHS but 
it’s not SRO

JCSO setting up shop 
at Madras High School 

Culver history uncovered 

BY PAT KRUIS
News Editor

“Anytime I see something 
like this it’s a real thrill,” said 
regional historian Steve Lent 
as he carefully paged through 
the document in front of him. 
“This is probably one of the 
most important documents 
for the establishment of Cul-
ver.”

This document labeled “Ab-
stract of Title to the following 
described real estate in Crook 
County, Culver Town-
site” has been 
missing 
s i n c e 
t h e 
1970s.

“ T h i s 
d o c u -
ments the 
whole pro-
cess from 
homestead to 
becoming the 
town of Cul-
ver,” said Lent.

It seems this 
historic docu-
ment got lost in 
the shuffle when 
Vernon Benson, C u l -
ver’s city recorder for a stretch 
during the 1970s, packed up 
his o�  ce and moved to Ma-
dras.  Contacted at his current 
CPA o�  ce in Eugene, Benson 

had no idea he ever had pos-
session of the document.

“I can’t remember what I 
had for dinner last night, much 
less something that happened 
decades ago,” said Benson. 

When Benson served as city 
recorder, it was a part-time 
job. Culver didn’t have a city 
hall. Benson kept the city doc-
uments in his accounting of-
fi ce.  

When he moved his busi-
ness to Madras, he says, he had 
his office staff pack up his 
things.

Half a century later, friends 
found boxes of Benson’s fi les 
and decided to look through 
them be- fore throwing 

anything out 
and discovered 
this treasure. 

“Historical-
ly it would 
have been 
bad to have 
lost this,” 
said Lent. 
“I’m sur-
prised it 
w a s n ’ t 
locked 
i n  a 
v a u l t 
some-

where.”
The second page 

of the document displays a 
plat map of the Culver town-
ship.

Turn the page to find the 
words, “Signed by the Presi-
dent: Theodore Roosevelt.”  
Nowhere, however, does Roos-

Abstract of town 
from 1908 found 
amid storage 

Founding documents 
detail town’s birth

evelt’s signature actually ap-
pear in this document.

Lent tells us that land o�  ce 
patents had to be approved by 
the president. Presumably, 
somewhere, Teddy Roosevelt 
signed a document confi rming 
this title abstract.

 The oldest date on this doc-
ument goes back to 1907, but 
the story of Culver begins be-
fore that.  

Originally settlers built the 
town of Culver near Haystack 
Butte, near what is now Hay-

stack Reservoir on the ranch 
owned by Perry Read.  

According to an entry local 
historian Jarold Ramsey wrote 
for the Oregon Encyclopedia, 
the town had a store, a black-
smith shop, a school and a ho-
tel. It served as a stagecoach 
stop. 

In the 1880s, the settlement 
went by the name of Perryville. 
Lent says when the town ap-
plied for a Post Office, the 
Postal Service didn’t like the 
name Perryville or the second 

choice, Collver (after resident 
O.G. Collver), and settled on 
the simplifi ed name, Culver. 

With news of the railroad 
coming to Central Oregon, the 
few residents of Culver decid-
ed to move the whole town 
west to take advantage of the 
prosperity a railroad certainly 
would deliver.  

Which is where the found 
document picks up the story. 

According to our found 

See CULVER / Page A6
See SHOOTING / Page A7

BY PAT KRUIS
News Editor

John and Mary Miller (not 
their real names) almost lost 
$136,000 dollars trying to buy 
the perfect piece of property. 
They want to tell their story 
so no one else falls into this 
trap, but asked us not to use 
their real names. So far this 
year, at least 30 people in Cen-
tral Oregon have almost lost a 
fortune to people posing as 
sellers.

A great deal 
The Millers had been looking 

for property to build on and 
found the perfect Crooked River 
Ranch lot come on the market. It 
had a view, power, and water and 
was priced below market.

“Wow! This is a good deal!” 
said Mary. They wanted to act 
quickly. 

They put in a full-price, cash 
o� er with a quick close. 

Meanwhile, across the street, 
Tracy Hupp noticed an unusual 

number of people stopping to 
look at the property and take 
photos. He counted about eight 
or nine prospectors. One cou-
ple actually drove up from Red-
ding, California, to look at the 
property. 

When the Millers told Hupp 
they were buying the property 
and were going to be his new 
neighbors, Hupp thought that 
was odd. He knew the owners 

Non-owners trying to 
sell property is scam 
on the rise in region 

Real estate scam 
Neighbor raises questions, potential ‘seller’ disappears 

Tracy Hupp, a 
Crooked River 
Ranch resident 
and neighbor of 
property a 
scammer tried to 
sell, said he 
counted at least 
eight would-be 
buyers coming by 
the property. One 
couple was so 
committed to 
buying it that 
they told Hupp 
that they would 
soon be his 
neighbor. 

PAT KRUIS PHOTO 
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The Culver rail depot circa 1911. Recently rediscovered documents outline the platting of Culver. At left, region his-

Culver history uncovered 

BY PAT KRUIS
News Editor

“Anytime I see something 
like this it’s a real thrill,” said 
regional historian Steve Lent 
as he carefully paged through 
the document in front of him. 
“This is probably one of the 
most important documents 
for the establishment of Cul-
ver.”

This document labeled “Ab-
stract of Title to the following 
described real estate in Crook 
County, Culver Town-
site” has been 
missing 
s i n c e 
t h e 
1970s.

“ T h i s 
d o c u -
ments the 
whole pro-
cess from 
homestead to 
becoming the 
town of Cul-
ver,” said Lent.

It seems this 
historic docu-
ment got lost in 
the shuffle when 
Vernon Benson, C u l -
ver’s city recorder for a stretch 
during the 1970s, packed up 
his o�  ce and moved to Ma-
dras.  Contacted at his current 

had no idea he ever had pos-
session of the document.

“I can’t remember what I 
had for dinner last night, much 
less something that happened 
decades ago,” said Benson. 

When Benson served as city 
recorder, it was a part-time 
job. Culver didn’t have a city 
hall. Benson kept the city doc-
uments in his accounting of-
fi ce.  

When he moved his busi-
ness to Madras, he says, he had 
his office staff pack up his 
things.

Half a century later, friends 
found boxes of Benson’s fi les 
and decided to look through 
them be- fore throwing 

anything out 
and discovered 
this treasure. 

“Historical-
ly it would 
have been 
bad to have 
lost this,” 
said Lent. 
“I’m sur-
prised it 
w a s n ’ t 
locked 
i n  a 
v a u l t 
some-

where.”
The second page 

of the document displays a 
plat map of the Culver town-
ship.

Turn the page to find the 
words, “Signed by the Presi-
dent: Theodore Roosevelt.”  

Abstract of town 
from 1908 found 
amid storage 

Founding documents 
detail town’s birth

evelt’s signature actually ap-
pear in this document.

Lent tells us that land o�  ce 
patents had to be approved by 
the president. Presumably, 
somewhere, Teddy Roosevelt 
signed a document confi rming 
this title abstract.

 The oldest date on this doc-
ument goes back to 1907, but 
the story of Culver begins be-
fore that.  

Originally settlers built the 
town of Culver near Haystack 

County, Culver Town-

Sageland
Magazine
in today’s
Pioneer

Winter 2023 

Celebrating Jefferson County 

The Bean Foundation has
steadily bolstered the
Madras-Jefferson County
community for decades

Madras airport launch site
for space exploration balloon

Destination Mars

Dedicated area residents 
bring their love of birds 
to the annual Audubon 
Society count
 

Counting Birds  

Dining Guide • Winter Recreation • Service Connection 

Many adventurers
kick off 2023 at the
Cove State park as
part of national ‘get
outside’ program

Tribal artists part
of High Desert
Museum exhibit

The Foundation
First Hike

Artists
Showcased
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Battle for � rst 
Gladstone comes to town 

for a Thursday showdown 
against White Bu� s 

See SPORTS, B1
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COURTESY OF OREGON STATE POLICE

Then-Sherman County Sheriff Gerald Lohrey at the recovery site along the John Day river in 1989, when the remains 
were discovered. The remains have been identi� ed as a Bridge Creek-area resident killed in a 1964 � ood on the river. 

BY KIVA HANSON
Reporter

Brandon Kern, 30, of Redmond, was sen-
tenced Feb. 3 to 19 years in prison in a case 
involving manslaughter, assault and driving 
under the infl uence of intoxicants.

The sentencing was handed down by Cir-
cuit Court Judge Dai-
na Vitolins at the Jef-
ferson County Court-
house. It followed a 
fi ve-day trial that ran 
Jan. 23-27. The jury’s 
verdict was handed 
down Monday morn-
ing, Jan. 30.

The charges stem 
from an accident that 
occurred Nov. 6, 2020, 
a head-on collision be-
tween the pickup 
Kern drove and a Honda Civic driven by No-
elle Saunders, then 17. Injuries from the crash 
permanently disabled Saunders, and killed her 
passenger, Alisa Miller, 19. Kern’s passenger, 
Shawna Henkenmeyer, su� ered severe inju-
ries.   Kern su� ered minor injures and regis-
tered a blood alcohol concentration of .245, 
three times the legal limit, in tests following 
the wreck.

Kern was sentenced to 120 months for the 
fi rst-degree manslaughter of Alisa Miller, 70 

He was drunk, wreck killed 
one, injured two others  

Kerns handed
19 years for 
fatal accident 

The advances of forensic 
DNA have fi nally caught 
up to solve a 58-year-old 
mystery. 

On March 26, 1989, the 
remains of a skeletonized 

human body were discovered by a raft-
ing group on the Sherman County side 
of the John Day River. On March 27, 
1989, then-Sheriff Gerald Lohrey and 
additional Sherman County Sheriff’s 
Office deputies launched a jet boat at 
Cottonwood Bridge, approximately 13 
miles east of Wasco, and recovered the 
incomplete skeletal remains. In addi-
tion to many long bones that had been 
half-buried in silt on the riverbank, the 
crew discovered a skull with dental 
work.

The discovery of the body made local 
headlines, but nothing was immediately 
known about the deceased. The remains 
were transported to the Oregon State 
Medical Examiner’s O�  ce for examina-
tion.

An examination of the body deter-
mined that the decedent was most likely 
a Caucasian male, between 40 and 50 
years of age at the time of death, and 
around 5’6” to 5’9” in living stature. 
Evidence of compressed lumbar verte-
brae by the forensic anthropologist in-
dicated possible arthritic changes in the 
bone. It was noted that several teeth in 
the mandible exhibited restorations. 

Skull found in 1989 identi� ed 

Additional searches of the area were performed 
on March 28 and April 8, 1989; both searches 
yielded additional small bones and several 
teeth.

Leads on the possible identifi cation of this in-

dividual were received by the Sheri� ’s O�  ce in 
the following days and weeks; numerous report-
ing parties indicated they believed the remains 

Bones found by rafters 
determined to be victim 
of 1964 John Day � ood 

See SKULL / Page A7

PMG PHOTO: JENNIFFER GRANT 

Albert Sikkens, with Pratum Co-Op, serving salad, has a conversation with Jennifer Boyle during last week’s Central 
Oregon Farm Fair and Trade Show at the Jefferson County Fairgrounds. Pratum provided the lunch. More on the Farm 
Fair on page 4.

BY PAT KRUIS
News Editor

Background checks on 
six candidates for o�  -
cer positions with the 

Madras Police Department 
and the one leading candidate 
for chief turned up red fl ags.

“We don’t want to import 
the things we saw,” said City 
Administrator Gus Burril. 
“Not good for team building.”

Madras Human Resources 
Director Charo Miller cannot 
divulge specifics about why 
the city rejected candidates, 
but says issues typically boil 
down to honesty and integri-
ty. “If someone lied about 
something on their applica-
tion, they probably are not 

going to be a good o�  cer.”
The department has been 

operating without an o�  cial 
police chief since July when 
then Chief Tanner Stanfill 
went on sick leave, and then 
resigned permanently in Oc-
tober.

The department has been 
operating with a short sta�  for 
six-and-a-half months with 
only six o�  cers of an autho-
rized force of 12.

The city hired Steve Bartol 
as the Director of Police Ser-
vices in September to oversee 
the department and hiring 
new o�  cers and a police chief. 
So, in addition to advertising 
for officer and police chief 

candidates, the 
city also needs 
to find some-
one to replace 
Bartol.

The city in-
cluded 16 peo-
ple on the in-
terview panel 
when inter-

viewing for a police chief. Cu-
mulatively the panelists 
scored the most recent police 
chief candidate well. Miller 
says the background checks 
changed the picture.

“We’re a small city. When 

Back to drawing 
board as all seven 
applicants rejected 

Initial round of city’s 
police candidates fail 
background checks  

See POLICE/ Page A7

Farm Fair Food and Friends 

BY KIVA HANSON
Reporter

A car hit two teen pedes-
trians as they crossed State 
Highway 361 — the Ma-
dras-Culver highway — at 
milepost 1 Monday evening. 

The pedestrians, 19-year-
old Loyal Miller and a 
17-year-old juvenile, both 
from Simnasho, were trans-
ported from the scene. One 
was transported via helicop-
ter to St. Charles Bend  and 
the other to St. Charles Ma-
dras. 

The driver, Jaiden Unruh, 
18, spoke with o�  cers at the 
scene. O�  cers concluded 
that the two pedestrians 
were in the northbound lane 
of travel near the intersec-
tion of Fairgrounds Road 
and Highway 361 when the 
driver was unable to see 
them in time to avoid im-
pact.

The accident is part of an 
ongoing Oregon State Po-
lice investigation.

Victims, both from 
Simnasho, airlifted 
from the scene 

Car hits 
two teens 
crossing 
in dark 

BRANDON KERN

See SENTENCING / Page A7

“If somebody lied about 
something on their application, 
they probably are not going to 

be a good of� cer.”
— Charo Miller, Madras HR Director 

345 S.E. Fi� h St.  Madras, OR 97741  • 541-475-2275
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Between 1840 and 1870, an estimated 
400 Black Americans moved to Ore-
gon — some as servants to white people, 

but others as settlers, often with plans to stake 
homestead claims. Oregon Black Pioneers, a 
nonprofi t organization based in Salem, brought 
stories of some of those pioneers to a gathering 
May 2, at The Spot, in Madras.
In their presentation, “Staking Their Claim 

– Black Homesteaders of Oregon,” Zachary 
Stocks and Mariah Rocker profi led about 20 of 
those homesteaders, including John A. Brown, 
who settled in what is now Jeff erson County in 
1881.
Brown homesteaded on 160 acres at the 

mouth of what is now called John A. Brown 
Canyon, where he irrigated with water from 
the creek, grew fruit and vegetables, and raised 
stock, all of which he sold in Prineville — the 
closest community at the time.
Brown “proved up” and got title to the prop-

erty in 1888, and then sold part of the prop-
erty to pioneers Ed and Sarah Campbell, after 

whom Campbell Creek 
was named. Prior to the 
meeting, Stocks and Rocker 
visited with Jerry Ram-
sey, who lives at the head 
of the canyon, and toured 
the property with current 
owners Dean and Becky 
Roberts.
After selling the property, 

Brown lived in both De-
schutes and Crook coun-
ties. He died in 1903, and 
was buried in Prineville, 
where a marker installed in 
2007 states: To the Memo-
ry of John A. Brown, First 
African American Home-
steader in Central Oregon, 1839-1903.
The Spot owner Andre Jackson continues to 

expand his business location, with plans for an 
event center, which he plans to call the John A. 
Brown Event Center to honor his legacy.

The Oregon Black Pioneers will have another 
presentation in Central Oregon at the Bowman 
Museum in Prineville July 28, at 6 p.m. For 
more information about the organization, visit 
oregonblackpioneers.org/homestead.

 - Story and photo by Holly M. Gill

John Brown part of forum 

A May 2 forum at The Spot on Black homesteaders included discussion 
on John Brown, who had 160 acres at what is now John Brown Canyon. 



Dear Agate readers,

The Jeff erson County Historical 
Society is thrilled to fi nally have a place 

to call home — a milestone that has been years 
in the making. Countless board members, past 
and present, have worked tirelessly to bring us 
to this exciting moment, and their dedication 
has made it all possible.

As we embark on the journey of shaping this 
museum into a true gem for Jeff erson Coun-
ty, we recognize the hard work still ahead of 
us. But we couldn’t have chosen a more fi tting 
place to begin — one of the oldest buildings in 
our area, steeped in the history we seek to pre-
serve and share.

This space will not only honor our county’s 
rich past but also provide a gathering place 
for our community, where stories can be told, 
memories shared, and history brought to life. 
We invite everyone to join us in this endeav-
or, as together we create a museum that will 
inspire generations to come.

Society news from over the winter was all 
about our monthly Trivia Night. It happens the 
last Wednesday of every month at New Basin 
Distillery at 6 p.m. Come join in the fun and 
comradery of people and competition, good 
food, drink and hanging out with old, as well as 
new friends.

Some of you may be wondering why you have 
not heard anything about our annual dinner, 
usually scheduled for April.  We have decided 
to postpone this event to a later date, and po-
tentiall make it a museum fundraiser.  We will 
let you know as soon one is chosen.

With Gratitude,

President’s Message

Lottie Holcomb

Marilyn Macy Brown Jody Holmes Les Weidner

LOTTIE HOLCOMB
 President - Jefferson County Historical Society
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THE JEFFERSON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY • MADRAS, OREGON

Donations to the Society October 1, 2024 to February 28, 2025:

New JCHS members joining between
October 1, 2024 and February 28, 2025

Michael Hall
Gary Harris

Jud and Barbara Hyatt 

Kathleen Olson Trust
Margaret Keene c/o Breffni 

Thomas Whelan

Rebecca Macy
Jerry and Dorothy Ramsey

in Memory of  Phyllis Lange 
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Downtown Madras, early 1960s.


